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PHIL 10200: Introduction to Philosophy
Summer 2021
Mon-Thurs 11:30-2:05
Professor: Ryan McElhaney
Email: Ryan.McElhaney [at] gmail.com

Office Hours: By Appt.

Outline: The purpose of this course is to introduce students to methods and problems that are
common to philosophy by tackling traditional questions related to the nature of mind, knowledge
and justice.
Online Synchronous Course: This course occurs entirely online. We meet twice a week for an hour and
fifteen minutes. A zoom link will be posted to the course blackboard prior to every class. As this
course is a seminar, I aim to make class meetings discussion based punctuated with short lecture
sections. That means your involvement and participation is far more important to the smooth
running of the class than it would otherwise be in a lecture course, especially given the online nature
of the course. Students are required to have their camera on for the entirety of each lesson.
Students whose circumstances make having their camera on during class a burden should
contact me to avoid losing points.
Course Requirements:
5 Reading Responses (350-500 words each) (40%)
1 Paper Draft (1000 words) (15%)
1 Paper (1750 words) (35%)
Participation and Attendance (10%)
Readings: Students are expected to read all assigned reading by the day it is listed on the reading
schedule.
Reading Responses: Students are expected to submit 5 satisfactory reading responses (out of 10
possible). Reading responses are due before the beginning of class. Because there are multiple
opportunities to complete the required number of reading responses, absolutely no late
reading response submissions will be accepted for ANY reason. I recommend that students
begin submitting RRs early in the course.
Additionally, students are expected to submit a draft paper to me approximately halfway through the
course. I will provide feedback, which I expect students to incorporate into a final vision of the
paper.
Paper Due Dates: The due date of the paper will be listed on its blackboard assignment page.
Worked turned in late will be marked down a half a letter grade for every 2-3 days late. It is the
student’s responsibility to ensure that the paper is uploaded to blackboard or otherwise delivered to
me. A student who does not turn in an assignment should not expect me to contact them about it.
If a student needs an extension, they should contact me at least two days before the paper is due. (If
the paper is due at 3:30 on Monday, then the latest I want to be asked for an extension in Saturday)
I do not give out late notice extensions except in rare circumstances.
Attendance: Regular attendance is required. Be sure to inform me of any class absences as
early as possible.

Plagiarism: Plagiarism and other forms of cheating will be subject to penalties in conformity with the
College’s policy on Academic Integrity. (http://www2.cuny.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/pageassets/about/administration/offices/legal-affairs/Academic_Integrity_Policy.pdf)
Possible
penalties include but are not limited to failing the paper, failing the class, being made to rewrite the
paper with a substantial deduction, etc. When in doubt, cite it.
Learning Course Objectives: By the end of this course you should:
(1) Be able to read philosophy; that is, to identify the thesis of a piece of philosophical writing and
the arguments or evidence adduced in support of that thesis.
(2) Be able to write philosophy; that is, to present a claim in clear terms and to defend it in a logically
coherent manner.
(3) Be able to reconstruct and debate some foundational issues in the Western philosophical
tradition.
As part of the College’s General Education Curriculum, this course is designed to satisfy the
requirements for a Logical-Philosophical Perspective course. Students successfully completing this
course will develop the following proficiencies: will have had multiple experiences in communicating
ideas in writing and speaking by completing assignments totaling at least 3500 words of writing, will
have had experiences that emphasize analytic and/or philosophical reasoning to critically examine
fundamental questions of ethics, justice and epistemology, and will have had multiple experiences in
finding information and evaluating the reliability of this information.

This is a *tentative* reading schedule and is likely to change with regard to both content and timing.
Date

Topic

Reading

Assignment/Notes

Week1
Day 1

Intro to Course, Ancient Greece Declassified (Plato’s The podcast is available through all major
Intro
t o Republic or How to Stop a Civil War)
podcast apps.
Philosophy

Week 1 Plato, Justice and Republic I (Plato),
The Republic is available through the city
Day 2
the Republic
Ancient Greece Declassified Podcast college library, please use the Grube
(The Hunt for Justice)
translation.
What is Justice (a
prolegomena)?
Reading Response 1 Due
Week 1 Plato, Justice and
Day 3
the Republic
Is it better to be
Just or unjust?

Republic II (Plato),
Ancient Greece Declassified Podcast
(All Men would be Tyrants),

Week 1 Plato, Justice and
Day 4
the Republic
How to make a
Just Person.

Republic III (Plato),
Ancient Greece Declassified Podcast
(Who Guards the Guardians?),

Week 2
Day 5

Optional: Ancient Greece Declassified
Podcast (The Justice Loophole)

Optional: Ancient Greece Declassified
Podcast (Food for the Soul)

What is the Right Utilitarianism Chpt. 1, 2 (J.S. Mill)
Action?
Recommended: SEP Ar ticle on —
Consequentialism
The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy is
a free online philosophy encyclopedia that
students can find by searching for “Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy” on google.

Week 2
Day 6

What is the Right Utilitarianism Chpt. 3, 4 (J.S. Mill),
Action?

Week 2
Day 7

What’s wrong
with
Utilitarianism?

A critique of Utilitarianism through
section 3 (Bernard Williams)

Week 2
Day 8

What’s wrong
with
Utilitarianism?

A critique of Utilitarianism section 3 - 5
(Bernard Williams)

Full book available through google

Week 3 What is the mind Meditations I, II and VI (Descartes),
Students should look for Descartes’
Day 9
& D e s c a r t e s ’ 1643-4 Correspondence between Meditations though the CCNY Library. It
Dualism
Descartes and Elizabeth
edition edited by Cottingham is available
online though the library.
Recommended: For those who find the
primary sources challenging (I know I
did the first time I read them),
Descartes's Meditations: an introduction
Chapters 1-3 and 9-11

The corrspondence between Descartes and
Elizabeth is available for free through
https://www.earlymoderntexts.com/

Week 3 P h i l o s o p h i c a l The Concept of Mind Chapter I:
Day 10
Behaviorism
Descartes Myth (Ryle)
—Re c o m m e n d e d : S E P e n t r y o n
Behaviorism

The Concept of the Mind is available online
for free through the library via archive.org
(you will have to set up an account to
“borrow” it).

The recommended text by Catherine Wilson
is also available online for free through the
library.

Week 3 P h i l o s o p h i c a l The Concept of Mind Chapter IV:
Day 11
Behaviorism
Emotions (Ryle)
Styles of Representation pg. 213-5 (Dan
Dennett) available through Jstor
--Recommended: The Concept of Mind
C h a p t e r V: D i s p o s i t i o n s a n d
Occurrences (Ryle)
Week 3 Functionalism
Day 12

The Nature of the Mind Chapter 1 & 2
(Armstrong)

I will send this to you

—
Recommended: SEP article on
Functionalism
Week 4 Consciousness I:
Day 13
What its like

What’s it Like to be a Bat (Nagel)

Available through Jstor

Week 4 Consciousness Epiphenomenal Qualia (Jackson)
Day 14
II:
What we know

Available through Jstor

Week 4 Consciousness Materialism and Qualia: The Explanatory
Day 15
III:
Gap (Levine)
What we can
Explain

Available through Jstor

Week 4 Consciousness Consciousness and Mind Chapter 1:
Day 15
IV:
Explaining Consciousness (Rosenthal)
What can be
explained

Available online through city college library

